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ABSTRACT
The current research attempts to investigate the ecotourism opportunities available in Mainpat,
an ecotourism destination in Surguja district of Chhattisgarh, a state of Central India. A
comprehensive socio-environmental survey was performed during a period between June 2016 July 2017 across the major tourist destinations of Mainpat as well as the habitation hamlets that
spread across the region. Results reveal that the growing recognition among tourists to conserve
natural environment promoted the concept of ecotourism. The study reaches the conclusion that
among the present eco-tourism destinations Mainpat in Chhattisgarh is popular and can be
considered to have very high potential. According to the tourist respondents and semi structured
interviews, a place must be easily accessible, economically viable as a business centre, conserve
ecological significance and provide tangible benefits to the local people to thrive as a prominent
ecotourism destination. The ecotourism structure must be improved to direct more money into
local communities and provide a basket of varied livelihood opportunities. Any forms of tourism
that does not reduce the availability of resources and does not inhibit future travelers from
enjoying similar travel experiences are sustainable. Our surveys also points out to the fact that
eco-tourists claim to be educationally sophisticated and environmentally concerned but they
rarely understand the ecological consequences of their visits and how their daily activities
append physical impacts on the environment hence some checks in form of fine should be
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introduced. An umbrella of recommendations is made at the conclusion of the paper that might
act as a justified blueprint and reference document for both policymakers and tourists alike.
Similar comprehensive assessments must also be performed across all potential ecotourism
destinations spread across the length and breadth of mega biodiversity country such as India.
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Introduction:
Ecotourism is entirely a new approach in tourism. Ecotourism is a travel to natural areas to
appreciate the cultural and natural history of the environment without hampering the integrity of
the ecosystem. It is a form of tourism inspired primarily by the natural history of an area,
including its indigenous cultures. The eco-tourists visit relatively undeveloped areas in the spirit
of appreciation, participation and sensitivity. The eco-tourist practices a non-consumptive use of
wildlife and natural resources and contributes to the visited areas through labor or financial
means aimed at directly benefiting the conservation of the site and the economic well-being of
the local residents (Ziffer, 1989). It helps in creating economic opportunities that make
conservation and protection of natural resources advantageous to the local people. The word
‘ecotourism’ has been coined relatively recently and there remains no consensus about its
meaning. Eco-tourism is a niche market for environmentally aware tourists who are interested in
observing nature’ (Wheat, 1994). Elman put it bluntly as ‘a tour advertised as environmentally
friendly can be just as suspect as many of the products tarred up with green packaging at your
grocery store’ (Wight, 1994), making no distinction between nature tourism and ecotourism.
Others have also used ecotourism and nature tourism synonymously (Lindberg1991; Aylward
and Freedman, 1992). It was only after the 1980’s tourism activity gained momentum in India. In
India tourism and its development in an organized manner has received attention over 45 years
only. The significant development that took place was setting up of the Indian Tourism
Development Corporation (ITDC) in 1966 to promote India as a tourist destination and the
Tourism Finance Corporation (TFC) in 1989 to finance tourism projects. Altogether, 21
Government-run hotel management and catering technology institutes and 14 food craft institutes
were also established for imparting specialized training in hoteliering. The Ministry of Tourism
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is the nodal agency for the development and promotion of tourism in India and catering. In the
year 1986, Tourism has been declared as ‘Tourism Industry’ by the Government of India (GOI).
On March 4, 1993, the United Nations Statistical Commission adopted WTO’s (World Tourism
Organisation’s) recommendations on tourism. The Ministry of Tourism has the specific agenda
to promote tourism in the country in a responsible and sustainable manner and as per this
mandate promotion of ecotourism assumes larger importance. Eco-Tourism has been broadly
defined as tourism which is ecologically sustainable. The concept of ecological sustainability
explains the environmental carrying capacity of a given area.
However, India’s tourism infrastructure is barely keeping pace with the industry increase and
problems are evident in the accommodation, transport and personnel sectors. In addition, India
has real problems with environmental pollution and tourist pressures causing substantial
damages to its natural treasures (Gadgil and Guha, 1994), wildlife (Bolton, 1994). The case of
sustainable development has already been put Before India (Roy, Tisdell and Sen, 1995).

The complex interplay of factors influencing sustainable tourism is designed above as per (Huybers and
Bennett, 2003).
Study Area:
Establishment of Mainpat block: April 1,
1964
Geographical area: 45466 Hectare.
Population: 76573 = 38703(M), 37870(F).
Figure 1 Resource Map of Mainpat
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Mainpat is a small but socio-ecologically important hamlet in the Sarguja district in the northern
part of the state of Chhattisgarh, India. The plateau displays an exquisite natural beauty with
pristine landscapes and mighty waterfalls breaking across the hills and lush green forests. The
romantic dawn and dusk is very enchanting and soothing to the busy souls away from the hustles
and bustles of daily urban life and filled with soulful music of nature. Manipat is said to be the
best honey moon destination as well. ‘Pat’ is locally ascribed to a ‘plateau’ region. There is a
major Tibetan settlement in the region since 1962 and consists of sizeable Tibetan population. In
fact, Mainpat is also known as ‘Mini Tibet’ because of the settlements (Chhattisgarh Tourism
Board). The products of this place are very famous such as woolen clothes or handicrafts. One
can enjoy dishes like thupka, momos, bamboo rice etc. and other special delicacies of Tibetan
food. At this place one can feel cold even during hot summer days. So, the place is also popularly
termed as ‘Shimla of Chhattisgarh’. The altitude of the place is 1075 m above MSL with dense
forests on all sides. Mainpat consists of 24 villages with population of 25,000 approx. It is
considered to be one of the emerging ecotourism hotbeds of Chhattisgarh.

Tourist Place to visit in Mainpat:


Dhakpo Monastery: This is a Gelug monastery and unlike all other monasteries, this
monastery is small and serene.



Fish Point: This waterfall is near the Tibetan camp number six. This is a beautiful place
and a must see place. The place got its name from a particular kind of fish found in the
place.



Tiger Point: This is another waterfall near the Tibetan camp number six and a good place
for picnics. There are steps leading to the falls. The other waterfalls are Sarbhanja and
King’s Waterfall. Tiger Point is also the gateway to Mainpat.



Tibet Refugee Camp: There are four Tibetan camps located in the region which houses
the Tibetan refugees since many years.



Mehta Point and Parpatia: These two points present excellent view of the region with
mighty Sal trees dotting the entire landscape



Jaljali: This is the most exciting and ecologically unique place where the ground shakes
as one walks or jumps around. Probably, this place is one of its kind in the world.
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History
The cluster of villages was traditionally home to the Yadavas and Manjhi communities. The
major livelihood of these tribes includes pastoralism and animal husbandry. Mainpat
Phendeyling Tibetan Settlement was first Tibetan settlement established by the Government of
India in 1962 to rehabilitate 1400 Tibetan refugees who have come to India in the aftermath of
the Chinese annexation of Tibet in 1959 The population of the Tibetans in this place is
approximately around 1825 (CTRC, 2015).

Geography
Geographical area of Mainpat is 45, 466 hectare. It lies between 22°45' north latitude and
83°18'east longitude. Agriculture land area is around 19, 450 hectare, irrigated agriculture land
area is 1350 hectares. The soil of the Mainpat can be broadly classified into four major types: red
and yellow soils, alluvial soils, laterite soils, and greenish-blue gley soils which are hydric soils
predominantly found in and around the wetland regions. Red and yellow soils are derived from
the parent rocks of the Gondwana System including sedimentary rocks. They are formed in-situ
from the erosion of such rocks caused by rain. The red color is due to wide diffusion of iron
while hydration of ferric oxide results in a yellow color in the soil. This soil is of lighter texture
and has a porous and friable structure. Soluble salt is found in small quantities. Lime and free
kankar are totally absent. These soils are poor in potash, nitrogen, humus and carbonate and
differ greatly in consistency, color, depth and fertility. The colour of the soil is not uniform but
varies from yellow to grey. Laterite soils are well developed on the summits of the plateau
regions of Mainpat blocks. In winters temperature dips to below 2 °C (35.6 °F) and in summers it
rises above 35 °C (95 °F).
Agriculture:
The Indira Gandhi Agricultural University (IGAU) or IGKV Raipur, Chhattisgarh has opened
a Research Centre at Mainpat. Scientists are producing high quality potato seeds here as well as
strawberry plants distributing it among the famers as a cash crop. Advanced farming techniques
have created wonders for the potato farmers of the hilly Mainpat region. During Kharif season
paddy and maize cropping is practiced in this region. Mustard and Tau are the Rabi crops grown
here. Interestingly, the Tibetan Refugees are growing potatoes in these villages in the traditional
agricultural mode.
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Potato Research Center: The Potato Research Centre of Mainpat caters to agricultural research
and extension of potato cultivation in the area. RajMohini Devi Centre for Agriculture and
Research Centre under the aegis of IGKV Raipur provides administrative support to the centre.
The centre operates from Barima in Mainpat, with the establishment of the centre, potato farmers
of Sarguja, Korea, Surajpur, Balrampur, Jashpur and Raigarh districts get direct benefit. During
the Kharif season, the climate of these hilly areas was favorable for potato production, but a
study conducted in the last 10 years showed that because of infected seed and unscientific
method of cultivation the potato production area has shrunken from 10,000 hectare to 1,000
hectare. At present, the research centre exhibits hybrid quality potato seeds like Khyati, Pukhraj
and Flysona from Shimla in 15-acre land of tribal farmers. The farmers are imparted training and
provided with scientific information from time to time. The state government and the Indira
Gandhi Agriculture University have prepared a work plan for research in fruit varieties cultivated
in winter season.

Buckwheat Fields of Mainpat: Buckwheat (Fagopyrum esculentum) is one of the principal
crops of Mainpat grown extensively all across the plateau. The geo-climatic characteristic of the
region is favorable for the crop. It is widely used as a nutritional supplement as well as a rich
source of antioxidants. Previously cultivated by Tibetan refugees, the crop has now gained
popular interest due to its high profitability among local farmers of the region. Kuttu ki Atta
(Buckwheat flour) is widely used in confectionaries to make bread, biscuits as well as cakes. The
white fields of Buckwheat present a panoramic view and increases manifold the exquisite natural
beauty of the plateau region.
Figure no. 2 Map of Mainpat (Source: Google
Earth)
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Land:
The land has been classified into 6 categories. About 41.67% of the total area is actually
developed to agriculture while about 5.70% remains under fallow land. Again about 11.44% of
the land may be brought under cultivation by improving the techniques and reclamation of the
marginal area. About 1.27% is barren and uncultured while 33.09% is in the form of forest,
6.83% land is developed to building, road etc.
Soil:
Soil of Mainpat Sarguja district can be broadly classified in four major classes:


Red and yellow soils.



Alluvial soils.



Literate soils.



Medium blue soils.

Method of Data Collection
The Study is based both on primary and secondary data. The primary data for the study was
collected by conducting Surveys among the tourists with the help of structured questionnaires
and interview schedules. The Department of Tourism, Non-Governmental organizations, Hotels,
Travel Agencies and Tour operators, Universities and College Libraries etc. were visited and
relevant information’s were collected. Secondary data were also obtained from sources like
Government publications, Government departments, etc and other agencies in the field of
tourism.
Following methodologies were adopted during the study:
Interviews – This was the main method of data collection administered to the government and to
local community representatives. An interview guideline was prepared containing detailed list of
questions and checklist for every department / official being interviewed. Data collected from
interviews was documented through notes taken by the interviewers rather than through tape or
video recordings as the latter would not have been appropriate with several government officials.
Focused group discussions – In order to collective perspectives from local community
members, focused group consultations were organized. A discussion guideline was prepared for
the conducting the discussions. Data from the focus group discussions has been documented in
writing and through audio visuals.
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Field observation – Field observation has been another important instrument for collecting
qualitative data, especially for socio-cultural and environmental impacts of tourism activity. At
each field site, a considerable amount of time was spent at different locations to observe tourist
behavior, interaction of tourists with local people and the impacts of such interaction. Data
recorded through field observation was immediately documented.
Participant observation – Here, members of the research team went as tourists to different sites
to observe tourist behavior, and to get first-hand experience of how local community members
viewed and interacted with tourists. Observations were documented through field notes.

Result and Discussion
Population Structure: The 2011 census data reports 38, 703 Males and 37, 870 Females with
total population of about 76, 573 people in Mainpat. The census report of 2011 was collected
from Mainpat Block Office. (Table 1) The sex percentage is 49% Males and 51% females and
the percentages of literacy is 47% of the total population residing in Mainpat.

Monthly footfall rate of visitors at Tiger point.
The maximum tourist footfall is in Tiger point during December to March however medium
tourist inflow is observed during April, May and November while minimum flow is during June
to September. It can be supported from the visitor’s data record collected from the Tourist office
at (Tiger Point) which shows that the maximum number of 9555 visitors are recorded in January
followed by 8011 in February, 7950 in December, 7000 in March, 3360 in November, 2900 in
April, 1000 in May, 700 in June, 506 in October, 700 in June,500 in July, 556 in August and
minimum of 400 visitors in September (Figure no.6). The decrease in visitors during May to
October is mainly due to bad weather such rain, storms etc.
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Figure No.3: Monthly footfall rate of visitors at Tiger point Source: Tiger point visitor’s center
Monthly footfall rate of visitors at Jaljali point.

The maximum number of tourists monthly footfall rate of visitors is at Jaljali Point during
December to March however medium footfall is observed in April, May and November while
minimum tourist visits are observed during June to September. It can be supported from the
visitor’s data record collected from the Tourist office at (Jaljali Point) which shows that the
maximum number 9006 visitors recorded in January followed by 8000 in February, 7044 in
March, 2807 in April, 912 in May, 664 in June, 436 in July, 556 in August and minimum of 395
visitors in September, 466 in October, 3360 in November, 7900 in December (Figure no.7). The
decrease in visitors during May to October is mainly due to extreme weather and lack of
accessibility as well as accommodation facilities as per tourist demands.

Monthwise Tourist inflow in Mainpat
10000
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0

Figure No.4: Monthly footfall rate of visitors at Jaljali point Source: Jaljli point visitor’s center
Mainpat Tourist response on information source:
(n=100 respondents during December January: the months of highest footfall)
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According to tourist respondents the information about the ecotourism places was acquired from
Mainpat block office as well as from semi-structured interviews from random respondents. The
responses reveal that maximum tourist inflow is through word of mouth of family and friends.
Nearly 56% of population visits Buddha temple, 57% in Tiger Point and maximum 85% in Jaljali
magical land followed by information from Mass Media (both Print as well as Digital) as 29%,
25% and 05% respectively.

About 11% ,12% and 05% tourists got information from

Government tourism department and Chhattisgarh Tourism Development Board Website as 4%,
6% and 5% respectively. However in destination Mehta point and Fish point the maximum is
reported from friends and relatives as 49% and 47% each followed by Media- Print\Digital as
25% and 30%, government tourists office as 20% and 19% and Chhattisgarh Tourism
Development Board Website as 5%. In Tiger point the maximum is reported from friends as 30%
followed by relatives as 28%, media as 25%, government tourists office as 12% and Chhattisgarh
Tourism Development Board Website as 5% (Figure 8) . The response from the tourist shows
that the information regarding the ecotourism spots in the Mainpat blocks are not sufficient
hence some arrangement for advertisement and popularizing the destinations especially websites
should be commenced in order to give more information about the tourism destinations.
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Figure No.4: Mainpat Tourist response on information source

Mainpat Tourist response on their travel motive:
According to tourist respondents in Mainpat, the travel motive of the tourist
registered maximum for Religious reasons in Dhakpo Monastery (27%) , Tiger Point(21%) and
Jaljali magical land(25%) followed by recreation and weekend getaway as 15%,30% and 27%,
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ecotourism as 14% ,23% and 21%, documentation (Photo/Videography) as 20%, 30% and 14%,
visiting family and friends who reside as 23% ,23% and 15% and Adventure Tourism as 12%
,22% and 25% respectively. However in destination Mehta point and Fish point the maximum is
reported from Religious reasons as 20% and 21% each followed by Recreation as 24% and 20%,
Ecotourism as 22% and 19% , Documentation (Photo/Video-graphy) as 25%and 20% , Family
visits as 21% and 25% and Adventure Tourism as 21% and 12% (Figure 9).
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Figure. No. 5: Mainpat Tourist response on their travel motive

Satisfaction Ranking Report Card of different tourist destinations of Mainpat: (n=100)
As an ecotourism destination, the following principal parameters are considered in the
Satisfaction Ranking such as; Accommodation, Fooding, Maintenance of tourist places, Weather,
Local Culture and Accessibility and Miscellaneous facilities. The tourist’s response for
satisfaction ranking (0-5 score) in Mainpat is found to be between 0 to 4 among the various
tourist sites recorded during the scope and duration of our study. The recorded values are divided
into specific categories such as; Low (< 1), Medium (1 to 3) and High (> 4). The high ranking
sites of Mainpat are Jaljali point, Buddha temple and Tiger point. The factors considered are
maintenance of tourist places and preservation of local culture. Mainpat ranks medium if
Weather and Accommodation facilities are considered while ranks very low in fooding facilities.
Accessibility of the tourist sites within Mainpat and the Miscellaneous facilities are recorded
low to medium in almost every sites. (Figure-10).
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Figure no.6: Mainpat Tourist response on satisfaction ranking (Individual Interviewed %)

Seasonal Tourist Inflow in Mainpat during a calendar year (2016-17)
During winter season, Mainpat records maximum tourist inflow amounting to 82%, medium
flow of about 60% stays during autumn season. (13.67 % and 23.75%) tourist inflow is recorded
during summer and rainy seasons respectively during a calendar year. (Figure 11).

Figure no. 7: Season wise tourist stay percentage (%) in Mainpat

Annual Household Income in Mainpat
According to the respondents in Mainpat block the maximum 36% have aannual household income
between 0.5-1.0 lacs followed by 0.25-0.50 lacs, 1.00-2.00 lacs, 2.00-3.00 lacs and less than 0.25 lacs as
32%, 12%, 12% and 8% respectively (Figure 8).
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Figure no. 8: Annual Household Incomes in Mainpat

Major Accommodation Opportunities in Mainpat:
Resorts: There are three records recorded in Mainpat; Anmol, Saila and Mercury (in developing
phase). Apart from these, there are two forest bungalows and one mini motel to accommodate
tourists visiting the region. Some homestays are located in Kamaleshwarpur of Mainpat. Our
study reveals that resorts provide pretty well accommodations but however, the fooding needs to
be improved. Facilities such as transportation and guided touring would encourage more footfall
in the area.

Conclusion and Recommendations
The study reaches the conclusion that Mainpat is one of the most popular and happening ecotourism destinations of Chhattisgarh. It has a very high socio-economic potential of generating
tourism revenues besides being an environmentally rich region. The tourist locations of Mainpat
are Jaljali, Buddha Temple which come under category of high moderate potential, Tiger point
under low moderate potential category and Mehta point and Fish point under low moderate
potential category. According to the tourist respondents and semi structured interviews, a place
must be easily accessible, economically viable as a business centre, conserve ecological
significance and provide tangible benefits to the local people to thrive as a prominent ecotourism
destination. The ecotourism structure must be improved to direct more money into local
communities and provide a promising opportunity. Any form of tourism that does not reduce the
availability of resources and does not inhibit future travelers from enjoying the same experience
becomes a sustainable model. Although eco-tourists claim to be educationally sophisticated and
environmentally concerned, they rarely understand the ecological consequences of their visits
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and how their daily activities append physical impacts on the environment hence some checks in
form of fine should be introduced to maintain sustainable development of the region.
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